Traveller Play By Michael Collins it’s a cultural thing or is it 

Extract from the Irish Times newspapers 21st September 2005 

· Entertaining, enriching and provocative – you could hardly ask for more from a show. These engaging true tales, based on the experiences of former Glenroe actor and Traveller Michael Collins, portray the discrimination and hardship routinely experienced by the Travelling community. They vividly evoke life in encampments and on halting sites- and some good times – from the mid – 1960’s through the Human Rights for Travellers activism of the 1980’s and the beginnings of self development.

· Collins is an effective presence and tells his stories with humour, passion and a total absence of self pity. He is ably supported by social worker, Patricia McCarthy, providing historical, political and social context for Collins’s stories. Mick Rafferty’s able direction adds film and music to the script. Excellent. *****

· Noleen Dowling
· Press release 

· ‘It’s a cultural thing or is it? - A Traveller in progress’ is a revised version of a play first put on in Liberty Hall Theatre last March. It is based on the life experiences of Michael Collins, a Traveller, who remembers his childhood through innocent eyes. There is also a running commentary that explains the same events in a different light. The performance sees Michael going from living in the fields of Kilbeggan in a barrel top wagon to living in a tent at the top of Prosperous Hill. He describes his family’s journey to Dublin to join the other Travellers who started the exodus to Dublin as a result of changes in the social welfare system and the end of the traditional way of life. During the course of the performance he has to convince his daughter to stay on in school.  He takes us through his school days and his first real encounter with settled people. It is a fast paced sequence of stories that are a microcosm of the history of the Traveller community over the past 40 years. 

· Michael Collins as himself with Patricia McCarthy as the narrator

· Directed by Mick Rafferty.   
