Minutes of CDB 07-03-2007

Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Wexford County Development Board

Held on 7th March, 2007
In the Chair:
Councillor Pat Codd

In Attendance:

Cllr Barbara Anne Murphy  
Wexford County Council

Cllr Maurice Roche   

Wexford County Council

Cllr Ted Howlin


Wexford County Council

Inspector Pat McDonald 

Garda Síochána

Joe Thomas  


Trade Union Pillar 

Pat Leacy  



Department of Social & Family Affairs

Frank d’Arcy    


W.O.R.D.
Michael Ormonde 


FÁS

Eddie Breen    


County Manager

Con Pierce      


Health Services Executive

Jarlath Fallon     


Dept Education and Science

Lavinia MacNeill 


County Wexford Community Forum

John Nunn



County Wexford Partnership

Tom Power



Teagasc

Siobhan McEvoy


I.D.A.

Bernard O’Brien


Wexford Area Partnership

Emer Lovett



Wexford Chamber of Commerce

Anne O Reilly 


Community & Enterprise

Liz Hore    



Community & Enterprise

Siobhán O’Neill


Community & Enterprise

Anita McLoughlin


Community & Enterprise

Geraldine Berry


Community & Enterprise

Apologies

Sinéad Moloney, South East Tourism; Hugh O’Rourke, Enterprise Ireland; Clare McMahon, County Wexford VEC; Sean Mythen, County Enterprise Board; John O’Sullivan, WORD; Councillor Paddy Kavanagh, Enniscorthy Town Council
1.
Minutes:

On the proposal of Councillor Maurice Roche, seconded by Lavinia MacNeil, the minutes of the meeting of the County Development Board held on 26th November, 2006 were adopted.
Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising.

2.
Correspondence:

Anne O’Reilly informed the Board Members of the following correspondence:

· Wicklow County Development Board wrote to Wexford County Development Board looking for their support for their proposal to pursue a double rail link line between Dublin and Rosslare. It was agreed at the meeting that Wexford CDB would give their support.  There is provision made on the Gorey Bypass for the double line. 

· Wicklow County Development Board wrote to Wexford County Development Board to invite Board Members to a Seminar “Missing in the Suburbs – the Challenges facing Service Deliverers Reaching out to New Communities”” on Wednesday 4th April, 207 in the Glenview Hotel, Glen of the Downs, Wicklow.  Anyone wishing to attend to contact Anne O’Reilly.
3.
Director’s Report:
The Director of Community & Enterprise, Anne O’ Reilly, presented a report on the following:  

· Revised Playground Scheme:

Scheme was advertised with a closing date of 31st January, 2007 – project assessment will take place before the proposals go to full council.  There are 13 applications submitted. 
· Local Sports Partnership:

Michael Crowley, Liaison Officer, Irish Sports Council will meet with the LSP Committee on 23rd March, 2007 

· Traveller Inter Agency Fund:

New funding strand 2  has been announced for inter Agency Projects in Relation to the Traveller Community.  The  closing date is 27th April, 2007.

· Comhairle na nÓg 2007:

This event was held on 17th January with 4 delegates representing Wexford at the National Dáil na nÓg which was held on 17th February. 

· CDB – Disability Focus Group:

The CDB established a disability subgroup to co-ordinate  agencies with a remit for services for persons with a disability.    CDB’s have also been requested by the DEHLG to put suitable arrangements in place to enable representatives of people with disabilities to inform CDB’s of their requirements.  The first meeting of the group will take place on the 3rd April.

· Community Forum:

County Wexford Community Forum has identified the need to develop a 3-year strategic plan 2008 to 2010 which would provide the framework for the future direction of the Forum.  The CWCF AGM will take place on 15th May, 2007 in the Ferrycarrig Hotel and Mary Davis, Director of the Special Olympics & Chairperson of the Task-Force on Active Citizenship will be the Guest Speaker.

· Rail Study:

The designation of Wexford as a Hub and Waterford as a Gateway under the National Spatial Strategy, has meant that the accessibility between them is more important now than ever. The Wexford-Waterford public transport systems are poor at best, and for regional development to be delivered a strong case must be made to ensure our rail service is maintained, strengthened and developed into the future. 
· Bio Fuels:
It was agreed that the WORD Renewable Energy Subcommittee would be the most appropriate forum to co-ordinate measures in relation to biofuels. This group will now be a subgroup reporting to the CDB which aims to link into existing structures to avoid duplication.   Frank d’Arcy stated that Tom Power – Teagasc would be co-opted on to the group as a representative of the CDB and would forward membership to Liz Hore to review.  
· Newcomer’s Guide:

The Newcomer’s Guide to the South East and Wexford & Enniscorthy Pull Out Map Guide was officially launch on Friday 3rd March in the Irish National Heritage Park by the Polish Consulate Margaret Kozik.

· People of the Year:

The People of the Year Awards Gala Event took place in the Riverside Park Hotel on 27th February.  It was a great night and Mr. John Joe Nolan co-founder of the Street Children of Bucharest charity nominated as the overall Person of the year. 

Councillor Pat Codd thanked Anne for her comprehensive report and also thanked all those involved in the Newcomer’s Guide.

4.
Social Inclusion Measures Working Group Report:

Liz Hore gave a report on the meeting of the SIM Working Group which was held on 23rd February, 2007. Liz reported on the following:

· Mapping of Funding
· Equality for Women Measure

· RAPID

· Regional Drugs Taskforce Update

· Traveller Inter Agency Group

· Migrant/New Communities

· CPA Training Programme

The SIM group have prioritised Migrants/New Communities as their key work focus for 2007.  The first step is to carry out research to profile the new comers to the County, assess existing service provision, identify gaps and develop recommendations to inform service providers how best to target resources and services to meet the needs of this client group.  The area has also been identified as a priority in the research strategy of the CDB.  A key research methodology will be the use of focus groups with migrants from North and South of the County.

The Chairperson thanked Liz for her detailed report. 

5.
Road Safety Programme:

Mr. Eddie Breen, County Manager, reported on the Road Safety Programme which Wexford County Council is leading in partnership with the Gardai, County Wexford VEC, Health Services Executive, Road Safety Authority, Sheridan Insurance, Renault Cars & Wexford Rotary Club
The programme is aimed at the next generation of drivers – aiming at young people before they come of driving age and to inform them of the responsibilities they have when they are driving.  It is a pilot programme and will run for 2 years with the aim of carrying out the programme in each post-primary school in the county.   
This is a day long programme and it includes the following:

“Real/live hazard driving experience” – a professional Gardai Driver take the students out on the road. 

“Victim Experience” – victims of accidents now in wheelchairs as a result of an accident.
“Hard Information” - Surgeons from hospital show live footage of theatre and crash victims.

“Cutting equipment” is demonstrated.
“Safe Celebrating” – young people can celebrate but safely.  What to do and what you should do if a person is violently ill.
“Finance & Insurance” – inform and educate the students in monetary terms of safe cars.

“Peer Pressure” 

The Board Members complimented the Manager on this programme with a personal experience much more beneficial that a video.  The members were disappointed to hear that this may only be a 2 year programme and proposed that this should be made a subject in every post-primary school.  The CDB give full support to this programme. 

The Chairperson complimented the Manager for his report and thanked all the Agencies involved in the Programme. 
6.
Comhairle and Dáil na nÓg:

This item was deferred to the next meeting. 
7.
Local Sports Partnership:
Liz Hore gave a presentation on the LSP outlining the following:

· Aim of Wexford LSP

· Progress to date – 2006

· Progress to date – 2007

· Interim LSP Membership

· Future Actions 2007

A lot of progress has been made to date and the next step is for the Irish Sports Council to issues a contract heads of Agreement. 

8.
Research Strategy:
Ciaran Lynch, Tipperary Institute, gave a presentation on the CDB Draft Research Strategy as follows:
· Background to the Research Strategy

· Overall Purpose and Objectives of the Strategy

· Previous Activities

· Process to date

· Proposed Areas of Focus

· Resources & Supports required

· Questions

· Composition of Steering Group

Through consultation and facilitated workshops the CDB members prioirtised the thematic and information research needs:

Thematic
· Renewable energy crops – bio-fuels

· Rail Network

· Migrant Population

· Education Sector – existing and future population needs

· SIM – Mapping of funding

Information Research Needs
· Central information repository

· Community & Voluntary – accessible socio economic data

· Capacity Building Training Programme

· Census 2006
A project steering group will have to be set up for each of these.  On the proposal of Councillor Barbara Anne Murphy, seconded by Jarlath Fallon, it was agreed that the CDB were happy to go ahead with the selection of projects identified and the Research Strategy.  A copy of the Research Strategy Progress Report Document was circulated at the meeting. 
Bernard O’Brien expressed his interest in Wexford Area Partnership sitting on the Steering Group for Migrant Population.
The Chairperson thanked Ciaran Lynch for his presentation.

9.
CDB Actions Review:

The CDB review document containing updates on the CDB’s 14 Action Plans were circulated and each Agency went through their Actions.
The Chairperson thanked everyone for their contribution and involvement in these Actions. 

10.
County Development Plan:

Siobhan O’Neill informed the meeting that the final draft of the County Development Plan will go before the Council Members at the April Meeting for approval. Siobhan thanked all the board members for their submissions. 
11.
Any Other Business:

· Siobhan O’Neill circulated a report on the “Population Overspill to Adjacent Counties”
· John Nunn, County Wexford Partnership, invited the CDB Members to the launch of the “Community & Listening Line” (C.A.L.L) in Ferrycarrig Hotel at 7.00pm on Tuesday 27th March, 2007. 

· A copy of the Play Booklet “Developing a Play Area in Your Community” which was officially launched by Councillor Pat Codd on 28th February, 2007 was circulated to all members for their information.

· A copy of the County Wexford Community Forum Newsletter – Winter 2006/2007 was also circulated. 

This concluded the meeting. The next meeting of the CDB will take place on Wednesday 30th May 2007 at 10.00am at the Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford.
