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Minutes of the Meeting of the 

Wexford County Development Board

Held on 30th May 2007

In the Chair:

Councillor Pat Codd

In Attendance:

Bernard O’Brien

Wexford Area Partnership

Clare McMahon

VEC

Cllr Barbara Ann Murphy
Chairperson SPC

Cllr Maurice Roche

Chairperson SPC

Eddie Breen


County Manager

Frank D’Arcy


WORD

Hugh O’Rourke

Enterprise Ireland

Inspector Pat McDonald
An Garda Siochana

Jarlath Fallon


Dept of Education & Science

Joe Thomas


ICTU

John Nunn


County Wexford Partnership

Lucy Medlycott

Community Forum

Margaret Doyle

Co Childcare Committee

Pat Leacy


Dept of Social & Family Affairs

Sean Mythen


County Enterprise Board

Tom Power


Teagasc

Anne O’Reilly

Director of Services
Liz Hore


Community & Enterprise

Anita McLoughlin

Community & Enterprise

Siobhan O’Neill

Community & Enterprise

Apologies:

David Sinnott - County Enterprise Board; John O’Sullivan - WORD; Kevin Molloy - Community Forum; Michael Ormonde - FAS; Sinead Moloney - South East Tourism, Siobhan McEvoy - IDA
1. Minutes:

On the proposal of Councillor Barbara Ann Murphy, seconded by Cllr Maurice Roche, the minutes of the meeting of the County Development Board held on 7th March 2007 were adopted.

Matters Arising:

Margaret Doyle of County Childcare Committee had conveyed her apologies for her absence from the previous meeting of 7th March 2007.

The Chairman paid tribute to the two retiring members of the County Development Board, Lavinia McNeill and Pat Rath, both of the Community Forum. The Chairman welcomed the two new community forum members to the Board, Lucy Medlycott and Kevin Molloy.
2. Director’s Report

The Director of Community Enterprise, Culture and Housing, Anne O’Reilly presented a report on the following:

◦
Local Sports Partnership (LSP)

The recruitment of the LSP Co-ordinator will commence once the contracts between Wexford County Council, the LSP and the Irish Sports Council are signed.

The LSP were allocated a budget of €57,000 under the Dormant Accounts Disadvantaged Youth Measure and received 44 applications seeking €231,800. 14 projects were recommended by the LSP and were approved. The target group for this grant aid were 12-19 year olds.
◦
Comhairle na nÓg 2007

This event was held on January 17th, hosted by the Community & Enterprise Department and FDYS Youth Work Ireland on behalf of the CDB. The young people involved highlighted a range of issues of importance to them.  A key priority is the provision of recreational and community facilities for young people.  The Gorey Skatepark was identified as a good model which was launched by Minister Dick Roche on the 11th April. 
A comprehensive report entitled “Youth Consultation Process for County Wexford 2006/2007” was circulated to the CDB members.

◦
CDB – Disability Focus Group

The first meeting of the Disability Focus Group of the CDB took place on the 13th of April 2007. A Disability Cluster Group of the Community Forum was established in March. This group nominated two representatives of community organisations to represent people with disabilities to the CDB Disability Focus Group.
◦
Community Forum

Mary Davis, CEO Special Olympics Ireland and Chair of the Taskforce on Active Citizenship was guest speaker at the Community Forum AGM on the 15th May. Anne O’Reilly paid tribute to Mary Davis for her work and commitment.
The Taskforce has recently launched its report on Active Citizenship which has a number of recommendations.  
The forum has representation on a number of decision making bodies and following the elections at the AGM the new representatives were announced.

· County Development Board – Lucy Medlycott and Kevin Molloy

· Regional Drugs Taskgroup – Tommy Redmond

· South East River Basin Management Group – Ivan Kelly

· County Childcare Committee – Michelle Power

· Housing SPC – Dave Ormonde

· Economic & Social SPC – Lucy Medlycott & Dave Ormonde

· Transportation SPC  - Mary B. Trehin

◦
Bio Fuels

The Bio Fuels sub group of the County Development Board met on the 3rd May 2007 in the offices of WORD. It was agreed that the bio fuels subgroup would expand its role and membership to reflect the CDB objectives. The CDB will be kept informed on the Bio Fuels development.
◦
Skills Taskgroup

A Skills Taskgroup has been formed under the County Development Board with the aim of identifying the level of skills of people within the County, the Skills needs of employers in the County and identifying ways of alleviating the apparent gaps. The group has also identified a focus on skills needs through particular employment sectors including the Retail Sector, Opera/Music/Performance Sector and the Business Tourism and Leisure sector.

◦
Play Day 2007

It has been agreed to host a play day on the 1st of July for National Play Day at the Peoples Park, New Ross and on the 15th of July at Redmond Park Wexford. The focus of the day is on children’s participation in outdoor play and provides a family friendly initiative. The aim is to target a new town each year in the County. 

The Chairman thanked Anne for her comprehensive report.
3. Social Inclusion Measures Working Group Report

Liz Hore circulated a report from the SIM Working Group which dealt with the following issues:

· Mapping of Funding – there were 2 recommendations in relation to the mapping of funding in the County

Recommendation

Due to the significant impact of funding from Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs on local communities to include this National funding stream within mapping of funding project. For example Dormant accounts measures 

Mapping of Funding Report to be presented at the following CDB & SIM meetings.

· Traveller Inter Agency Group

Recommendation

· Approval of the Strand 2 Traveller Inter Agency project to support the County Traveller Network with lead agency New Ross Community Development Project. 

· Migrants / New Communities

· CPA Training Programme

· National Action Plan for Social Inclusion 2007-2016

The Chairman thanked Liz for her detailed report.
4. Research Strategy

Siobhan O’Neill gave a presentation on the CDB draft Research Strategy to the Board. She explained the aims, areas of focus, steering group members and the final strategy for research.

The overall aim of the Research Strategy is to provide a sound evidence base to help inform the actions of the County Development Board and its individual members in pursuing the sustainable development of the county.

Siobhan also gave a presentation on “Census 2006 - Population & Demographic Profile”, showing various trends in demographics, County Wexford has achieved the largest population growth in the region. A copy of this report was circulated to the CDB members.
Cllr Barbara Ann Murphy enquired about a breakdown on holiday home locations, for which information is due out soon.

In relation to education Cllr. Pat Codd raised the issue of a University for the South East which was endorsed by the County Manager Eddie Breen. 

The Chairman thanked Siobhan for her reports.

5. Wexford in the European Union

Jim Fitzpatrick of Jim Fitzpatrick & Associates along with Ann Barrington of the National Forum on Europe gave a presentation of the draft pilot report which focussed on County Wexford analysing the “Local Impact of the EU”. 

Their aim is to produce a finalised report that is:

· of  use to local groups and interested general public
· has a local perspective and relevance

· is robust and factual

· is interesting, informative, accessible

· is balanced with negatives and positives

 The National Forum on Europe is aiming to obtain feedback from Wexford CDB on the draft report and intend to hopefully publish the finalised report in July of this year.  It was agreed that the CDB would be a mechanism for dissemination of the final published document.
The Chairman thanked all involved in the presentation which he found to be very interesting. The Chairman also commented that he found little feedback on the general election canvass about the involvement of the EU in the local area and for this reason a greater promotion of EU involvement would be beneficial to public awareness.

Jarlath Fallon expressed his eagerness for education to be featured in the finalised report.
Sean Mythen raised the issue of the effect of EU legislation on the labour force and on employment conditions. He expressed the idea of conducting a survey of local small businesses regarding the effects of EU legislation on their ability to do business and deal with employment issues. He complimented the report presented to the CDB as a very though provoking document.
Tom Power voiced his concerns about the EU’s impact on farming, in particular regulation of production.

Margaret Doyle suggested that the National Forum on Europe should host a stand at the upcoming Bannow and Rathangan Show to create awareness of the work of the Council on Europe.  The agricultural show attracts record crowds and would be a good way to disseminate information in County Wexford.
6. The National Development Plan 2007-2013

Dr. John Sweeny of the National Economic and Social Council gave a presentation on the National Development Plan 2007-2013. A copy of his presentation and a copy of the Executive Summary of the plan were circulated to the meeting.

The National Economic and Social Council are an advisory body to the office of the Taoiseach. Dr. Sweeney gave an informative insight into the National Development Plan, which covered four main themes of the NDP:

· the aim of converting increasing population into increasing opportunity
· how do we increase quality of life with the celtic tiger ?

· the challenge of the knowledge economy
· the challenge for synergy between social and economic policy  
Dr. Sweeney stated that the plan was as much about people as infrastructure and this is evident from the commitments made under social inclusion representing significant investment.  The new NDP also focuses on joined up thinking and joint responsibility for common programmes which is very much the ethos of CDB’s in promoting collaborative approaches.
Dr. Sweeney spoke of the need for a focus on the “Knowledge Economy”, towards shifting to new competitiveness (innovation, quality, niche, etc) as Ireland is no longer a low cost economy. He also spoke of the need for 4th Level graduates and in particular, graduate researchers. He conveyed to the meeting that in Wexford, 25% of the working population have only Primary Level education or lower. Dr. Sweeney voiced his support for a University for the South East.
A key theme for this Plan is the concept of outcomes.  A template model is currently being developed by the Department of Finance to monitor projects and to  ensure accountability  for outputs of spending rather than the traditional method of inputs for spending.  This is a significant change in the new NDP.  In addition a new Gateway Innovation Fund has been developed to provide additional funding for innovative actions in designated gateways.  The NDP incorporates a holistic approach utilising the lifecycle framework.  The approach looks at integrated services across all age groups. 
Sean Mythen paid tribute to the Director of Services and her staff in organising the excellent  presentations made to the meeting.
Jarlath Fallon raised the question of how do we measure the effectiveness of inter agency work.

Hugh O’Rourke complimented Dr. Sweeney on his presentation and conveyed his opinion that third level education needs to be strongly promoted for the Wexford region.

The Chairman thanked Dr. Sweeney for his presentation and also paid tribute to Anne O’Reilly, Director of Services, for the manner in which the presentations were organised.
This concluded the meeting. The next meeting of the CDB will take place on Wednesday 19th September 2007 at 10.00am in the Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford.

