Minutes of CDB 29-11-2006


Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Wexford County Development Board

Held on 29th November 2006
In the Chair:
Chairperson of the Council, Pat Codd

In Attendance:

Cllr Barbara Anne Murphy  
Wexford County Council

Cllr Maurice Roche   

Wexford County Council

Cllr Philomena Roche  

Wexford County Council

Sinead Moloney  


South East Tourism

Inspector Pat McDonald 

Garda Síochána

Joe Thomas  


Trade Union Pillar 

Pat Leacy  



Dept Social and Family Affairs

Michael McGuire    


Enterprise Ireland

Frank d’Arcy    


WORD

Michael Ormonde 


FÁS

Eddie Breen    


County Manager

Clare McMahon 


County Wexford VEC

Con Pierce      


Health Services Executive

Séan Mythen     


County Enterprise Board

Pat Rath          


County Wexford Community Forum

Jarlath Fallon     


Dept Education and Science

Lavinia MacNeill 


County Wexford Community Forum

Anne O Reilly 


Community and Enterprise

Liz Hore    



Community and Enterprise

Siobhán O Neill


Community and Enterprise

Apologies

Cllr Ted Howlin, Wexford County Council; Emer Lovett, Wexford Chamber of Commerce; Siobhán Mc Evoy, IDA; Cllr John Dwyer, New Ross Town Council, Tom Power, Teagasc; David Sinnott, County Enterprise Board; Margaret Doyle, County Childcare Committee; John O’ Sullivan, WORD; John Kelly, County Wexford Partnership; Bernard O’Brien, Wexford Area Partnership; Cllr. Lisa McDonald, Wexford County Council
1. Minutes

On the proposal of Councillor Maurice Roche, seconded by Lavinia MacNeill the minutes of the meeting of the County Development Board held on 20th of September, 2006 were adopted.
MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising.
2. Director’s Report

The Director of Community & Enterprise, Anne O’ Reilly, presented a report on the following  

a) Revision of the County Playground scheme

The Scheme now provides for Communities themselves to identify the need for a playground in their area and to select suitable sites for play facilities.

b) Local Sports Partnership (LSP)

Designation has been received for commencement of LSP in early 2007. 

c) Traveller Inter Agency Fund
Update on funding received for two Traveller projects to be introduced in early 2007. Early School Leaving Transition Programme Budget €23,000 and Traveller Led Network Programme for Traveller Males Budget €16,600 
d) Cohesion Process Update
e) Comhairle na nÓg    
event will be hosted in January around Education and Road Safety themes and representatives will go forward to Dáil na nÓg in February 2007

      f) Community Forum

      REVOS seminar on Voluntary Sector participation in public policy making 
      held in Kilkenny on November 22nd.   A meeting will take place of the
      Executive and the Area Committees on 7th December 2007.

     g) Breakfast meeting with Father Séan Healy

     The Economic and Social SPC hosted a breakfast meeting for key decision makers on 2nd November on “Social Policy in a Land of Plenty” by Fr. Healy.
The Chairperson thanked Anne for her report.
3. Social Inclusion Measures (SIM) Working Group Report

Liz Hore gave a report on the meeting of the SIM Working Group which was held on 24th November, 2006. Liz reported on the following:

a) Volunteer audit carried out by WORD

b) Cohesion Process

c) RAPID Sports Capital Grants
d) Traveller Inter Agency funding

e) Voter Participation Community Education Programme
The CDB approved all RAPID Sports Capital projects and endorsed the following projects located outside the RAPID area 

Wexford RAPID
· Wexford Bohemians €25,000

· St. Johns Volunteers €100,000

· Sarsfields €250,000

· Wexford Celtic €20,000
New Ross RAPID

· New Ross Special Olympics €3,000

A copy of Sabine Trench’s presentation on the volunteer audit was circulated at the meeting and Anne O’ Reilly complimented WORD on the audit. 

The Chairperson thanked Liz for her report. 

4. Cohesion Process

The Director of Services Anne O Reilly provided an update on the cohesion process.  All CDB members were notified of the proposed draft document on the possible composition of new unified local development structures and asked to respond as a matter of urgency.  All submissions received were correlated and forwarded to the Department on behalf of the CDB.  Anne highlighted the CDB dissatisfaction at the short timescale which did not facilitate appropriate consultation with member organisations or to reach a consensus at CDB level. 
Following discussion the CDB approved the document and stated the need for flexibility in the composition of Board structures at local level in order to meet the needs of the client base. 
5. Local Sports Partnership (LSP)
Liz Hore provided an update on feedback from the community information meeting held 17th October 2007 which was chaired by Alan Corcoran and featured guest speakers Liam Griffin and Dr. Julie Heslin.  A questionnaire was circulated on the night and the following were prioritised by those in attendance:

· Programmes to support participation by all

· Training in coach development for sports groups
· Development Fund for minority sports

· Support for sports making funding applications

· Older People’s physical activity programmes
A Sports and well being cluster group of the community Forum will be established in 2007.   Liz also reported on Dormant Accounts funding for disability projects being made available specifically for LSP areas, for which Wexford will apply.
6. County Development Plan 2007- 2013

The Draft Draft County Development Plan 2007–2013 has been made available on www.wexford.ie  from 28th November, 2006 and is open for submissions until 19th February 2007.  Wexford County Council’s Research Officer, Siobhán O Neill, gave a presentation on those areas of the draft plan most relevant to the CDB.
County Manager, Eddie Breen commented on the increased emphasis on social and cultural planning in this plan, as compared with previous county plans. He also recommended that submissions should be made without waiting for the next CDB meeting, as the February 19th deadline is statutory.

The chairperson thanked Siobhán for her presentation.

7. CDB Actions Review

The CDB review document containing updates on the CDB’s 14 Action Plans were circulated for information purposes. Due to time constraints it was agreed to defer as an agenda item for the next meeting.

8. Joy of Wexford – Chamber of Commerce

Apologies were received from Emer Lovett, who was ill and unable to attend to give this presentation.

9. Research Strategy Workshop

Siobhán O Neill outlined details of the Research Strategy Workshop to be held on 6th December 2006. The workshop will be facilitated by Ciarán Lynch _ TBDI.
10.  Economic Update – Jim Power
Jim Power, Chief Economist with Friends First gave an informative presentation on economic indicators influencing County Wexford. The topics covered were: 
· Global Economic Update
· Irish Economy

· Wexford Social and Economic Profile

· What needs to be Achieved 

The presentation was very well received and most of the following discussion focussed on the possibility of creating a Regional University for the South East.  

Pat Rath complimented Anne O Reilly on securing Jim Power as a speaker at the meeting and highlighted some of the innovative aspects of economic development such as research, biomass fuel and other sources of renewable energy.

11. Any Other Business
There were no matters for AOB.  

As Councillor Pat Codd was obliged to leave the meeting, Councillor Maurice Roche took over as Chairman for the conclusion of the meeting. He particularly thanked Jim Power and all present. This concluded the business of the meeting.
A schedule of CDB meetings will be forwarded to members for 2007.
