Minutes of Wexford County Development Board Meeting
held on 28th May, 2008 in Ferrycarrig Hotel
In the Chair:
Councillor Denis Kennedy.
In Attendance:

Councillors Barbara Anne Murphy, Maurice Roche, Oliver Walsh, Wexford County Council; Inspector Pat McDonald, Garda Síochána; Joe Thomas, Trade Union Pillar; Pat Leacy, Department of Social & Family Affairs; Frank d’Arcy, W.O.R.D.; Jarlath Fallon, Department of Education & Science; John Nunn, County Wexford Partnership;, Bernard O’Brien, Wexford Area Partnership; Pauline Bryan, Health Service Executive; Lucy Medlycott & Kevin Molloy, County Wexford Community Forum; Sinéad McAuliffe, Fáilte Ireland – South East; Tom Power, Teagasc; 
Community & Enterprise, Wexford County Council:

Ger Griffin, Brendan Hynes, Siobhán O’Neill, Geraldine Berry
Apologies:
Siobhan McEvoy, I.D.A.; Emer Lovett, Wexford Chamber of Commerce; Margaret Doyle, Wexford County Childcare Committee; Councillor Lorcan Allen, Ted Howlin, Wexford County Council; Clare McMahon, County Wexford VEC; Councillor Ingrid O’Brien, New Ross Town Council; Eddie Breen, County Manager, Wexford County Council; John O’Sullivan, WORD; 
Vote of Sympathy:
The CDB Members offered their sympathy to the Flood & Kehoe Families on their recent bereavements.  

1.
Minutes:

On the proposal of Councillor Barbara Ann Murphy, seconded by Councillor Maurice Roche, the minutes of the County Development Board Meeting held on 12th March, 2008 were adopted.
Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising. 
2.
Correspondence:
Ger Griffin read out the following 2 letters:

· Letter from Department of Health & Children, dated 5th March, 2008 regarding Community Transport Initiative Access for Young People. 

Bernard O’Brien informed the meeting that Wexford Area Partnership are developing a 3 year plan on Rural Transport and would be interested in having discussions with the delegates of Comhairle na nÓg.
· Letter from AONTAS dated 8th April, 2008, regarding Lifelong Learning Needs of Older People. 
Kevin Molloy informed the meeting that he is a member of the sub-group of AONTAS and that the return of the questionnaires is very important. 

3.
Director’s Report:

Ger Griffin, Acting Director of Community & Enterprise, reported on the following (a copy of the report was circulated at the meeting):
· Local Sports Partnership – Sports Active Wexford are presently involved in active leadership training and developing a partnership with the Community Workshop in New Ross & Enniscorthy.  Inter-cultural events will take place in New Ross on 31st May and Enniscorthy on 21st June. 
· Cohesion Process – Wexford Local Development have decided to elect 8 Community & Voluntary representatives to the new board as follows:  

· Co Wexford Community Forum Register 
- 2 Reps (1 Urban, 1 Rural)

· County Wexford Partnership Register
- 2 Reps

· Wexford Area Community Team

- 2 Reps

· WORD Register




- 2 Reps

· Community Forum – The AGM took place on Wednesday 26th May and Mr. John Lonergan, Governor of Mountjoy Prison was the Guest Speaker who spoke on the theme of Volunteering. 
The Community Forum Strategic Plan was officially launched by Mr. Lar O’Brien, former Chairperson of the Forum.  The purpose of the plan is to provide a framework for the future development and direction of the work of the Forum 2008-2011.

· CDB Skills Taskgroup - An Employers survey is at report writing stage and will be available in the coming weeks.  A skills website is currently being developed 
· CDB Renewable Energy Strategic Group – It was agreed that a Renewable Energy/Climate Change Strategy was required for County Wexford, and to ensure that this links with the South East Regional Bio-Energy Implementation Plan. 
· Assessment of Childcare Need – The Assessment of Childcare Need Document will be launched on 23rd June, 2008 at 7.30pm in the Ferrycarrig Hotel by Councillor Denis Kennedy, Chairperson Wexford County Development Board.  

· Room To Grow: Capacity of the Primary Education Section (Research Report) – This report will be published in the coming weeks.  The next phase of the project which will identify the post primary school requirements is at survey stage. 
4.
Social Inclusion Measures Working Group Report:

Brendan Hynes reported on the following: (a copy of the report was circulated at the meeting):

· Gorey & Wexford Social Inclusion Plans – Update:
Gorey Social Inclusion Final Plan is due for completion shortly and will be available for the next SIM Meeting.  The Wexford Plan is still on going. 
· Traveller Inter Agency Group:
Men’s Project – External evaluation to be presented at next SIM Meeting
Education Project – Looking into mainstreaming funding for this project. 
Inter-Cultural Training – Look at delivering training through drama. 
Traveller Network – Following the High Level Traveller Inter Agency Group Meeting on 1st April, a premises in Larkin’s Cross is currently vacant and is being investigated by the Network.  The VEC have proposed to provide funding of €25,000 to carry out the pre-development work in setting up a traveller specific organisation, this proposal has to be ratified at their next meeting.  The HSE has also provided funding of €20,000.
· Community Smoke Alarm Scheme 2007/2008:
This scheme was launched on 7th May in the Irish National Heritage Park and there were a total of 460 alarms given out on the night. 
· RAPID:
The following Strategic Themes were endorsed by the New Ross AIT on 2nd May:

· Health

· Community Safety & Anti-Social Behaviour

· Family Support

The following Strategic Themes were endorsed by the Wexford AIT on 7th May:

· Health

· Community Safety & Anti-Social Behaviour

· Migrants / New Communities:

The draft report on “Immigration into County Wexford” was presented to the SIM Members.

· Local Sports Partnership Update:
Fran Ronan, Local Sports Co-Ordinator, is working on developing a Strategic Plan for Wexford. 

5.
“Immigration into County Wexford” 

Siobhan O’Neill gave a presentation on “Multi Culture Model County: Immigration and Integration in County Wexford”.  The presentation outlined the following: 

· Background & Purpose of the Research

· Terms of Reference

· Methodology

· International & National Policy

· Towards a National Integration

· Economic effects of Migration

· Census 2006

· Survey Results

· Focus Groups – Findings

· Conclusions & Recommendations

· Proposed Action Plan - Themes

A copy of the Report was circulated at the meeting. The Chairperson complimented  Siobhan for the comprehensive report and presentation.

6.
A New Strategy for Tourism in the South East 2008-2010”
Sinéad McAuliffe, Failte Ireland South East, gave a presentation on the New Strategy for Tourism in the South East 2008-2010. (a copy of the presentation was circulated at the meeting).  The key priorities of Failte Ireland South East are as follows:
· Where we have come from

· Domestic Marketing Programme

· Focus on key International Markets

· Investment Programme

· Three Year Strategic Plan

The 2010 target is to grow Tourism revenue by €100million to €600million. 

The Chairperson thanked Sinéad for her comprehensive presentation.

7.
Indecon Review of County Development Board Strategies:

Brendan Hynes gave a presentation on the Indecon Report outlining the following:

· Background to the Review

· Sectoral Breakdown of Implementation Plans

· Views of Practitioners in CDB Sector

· Constraints – Areas for Action

· Recommendations to enhance impact of CDB’s

· Reform of Board Structures

· Review of SIM’s 

· Effectiveness of CDB’s in Social Inclusion, Economic & Cultural Development

The report showed that CDB’s are less effective on the issue of Economic Development than in the case of social inclusion.  It was suggested that an Economic Development Group be set up as a sub-group of the CDB – it was agreed to put this as an item on the Agenda for the next meeting.

The Chairperson thanked Brendan for his detailed presentation.

8.
Any Other Business:

The next meeting of the CDB will take place on Wednesday 17th September 2008 at 10.00am, at the Ferrycarrig Hotel, Wexford. 
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