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Minutes of Meeting of the

Wexford County Development Board

held on 20th September, 2006
In the Chair:



Councillor Oliver Walsh
Attendance:

Cllr Barbara Anne Murphy

Wexford County Council

Cllr Maurice Roche


Wexford County Council

Cllr Ted Howlin


Wexford County Council

Cllr Lisa McDonald


Wexford County Council

Cllr Philomena Roche

Wexford Borough Council

Frank d’Arcy



WORD

Joe Thomas



Trade Union Pillar

Jarlath Fallon 


Department of Education & Science

Lavinia MacNeill


County Wexford Community Forum 

Michael McGuire


Enterprise Ireland

Bernard O’Brien 


Wexford Area Partnership



Inspector Pat McDonald

Gardai

Pat Leacy



Department of Social & Family Affairs

Emer Lovett



Wexford Chamber of Industry & Commerce

Joy O’Driscoll


Wexford County Childcare (for Margaret Doyle)
Sinead Moloney


South East Tourism

Michael Ormonde


FÁS
Pat Rath



County Wexford Community Forum

Apologies for non-attendance were received from:

Councillor Pat Codd


Chairperson, Wexford County Council

Clare McMahon


County Wexford VEC

Con Pierce



Health Services Executive

Eddie Breen



Wexford County Council

John Kelly



County Wexford Partnership

John O Sullivan


WORD

Others Attended:
Anne O’Reilly, Liz Hore, Geraldine Berry, Wexford County Council; Margaret Lovatt, FÁS
Councillor Oliver Walsh was proposed by Councillor Ted Howlin, seconded by Councillor Barbara Anne Murphy to chair the meeting in the absence of Councillor Pat Codd.  Councillor Walsh welcomed the members to the meeting and in particular welcomed new members - Michael Ormonde, FÁS; Jarlath Fallon, Department of Education & Science; and Liz Hore, Wexford County Council.
1.
MINUTES:

On the proposal of Councillor Barbara Ann Murphy, seconded by Joe Thomas, the minutes of the meeting of the County Development Board held on 26th of April, 2006 were adopted.
MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising.
2.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

The Director of Community & Enterprise, Anne O’Reilly, presented a detailed report on the following items:

a) Local Sports Partnership
b) Revised Playground Scheme

c) DOEHLG Social & Community Facilities Scheme

d) Traveller Inter-Agency Fund

e) Volunteering Measures

f) Cohesion Process Update

g) Comhairle na nÓg 2007

h) CLÁR

i) Update Farm Agri-Steering Group

j) Community Forum

k) Play Day 2006

The Director informed the members that Wexford County Development Board were successful in securing the Local Sports Partnership (LSP) for the County and the LSP will provide funding for a Sports Co-Ordinator.  
The Chairperson thanked the Director for her comprehensive report.

3.
SOCIAL INCLUSION MEASURES WORKING GROUP REPORT:

Liz Hore gave a very detailed report on the meeting of the SIM Working Group which was held on 15th September, 2006.  Liz reported on the following:

a) Equality for Women Measure

b) RAPID

c) Enniscorthy Pre-RAPID Submission

d) Volunteering Measures & Cohesion Process

e) Fund for Inter-Agency Traveller Projects

f) Voter Participation

g) Disability Act 2005

On the proposal of Councillor Maurice Roche, seconded by Councillor Barbara Anne Murphy, the funding application for the Inter-Agency Traveller Projects was endorsed by the CDB. 

The Chairperson thanked Liz for her detailed report.

4.
PRELIMINARY CENSUS REPORT:

A copy of the “Census 2006 – Preliminary Population Results” was circulated at the meeting.  Liz Hore gave an overall snapshot of the Preliminary Results as follows:
· National population increase of 8.1%

· Leinster increase of 8.9%

· Within Southeast, Wexford has highest % increase – 12.9%

· Current population of County Wexford is 131,615 (15,000 extra people with 71% coming from inward migration)

· Enniscorthy = 11,120, increase of 5.3%

· Gorey = 7,797, increase of 31.9%

· New Ross = 8,055, increase of 17.3%

· Wexford = 18,590, increase of 4.5%
The members were delighted to receive the Census 2006 Preliminary Population Results and are interested in receiving further details of the Census, in particular population figures for Bunclody, within the Wexford Ring Road, and New Ross.  Siobhan O’Neill, Research Officer, will be asked to report on this in further detail at a future CDB meeting.
5.
REGIONAL ENTERPRISE AGENCIES PRESENTATIONS:
· FÁS
· Enterprise Ireland
FÁS

Ms. Margaret Lovatt from FÁS gave a presentation on the services FÁS provide in Wexford.  Some of the services noted were: Competency Development Programme; Courses in HR, Computers, Engineering, Trainer Skills, Accounts, Childcare; Training & Development Networks and its benefits; Skills for work; Excellence through People; Management Development Cluster; Disability Awareness/Retention; E-College Promotion; Standards Based Apprenticeship.  A copy of the presentation and a list of courses under the Competency Development Programme were circulated at the meeting. 
Enterprise Ireland
Michael McGuire, from Enterprise Ireland gave a detailed presentation on the services they provide to their clients.  Enterprise Ireland is a National Body, which has 9 Regional Offices and 33 Overseas Offices with a total employment of approximately 3,500.  Michael McGuire spoke about what Enterprise Ireland are doing for County Wexford outlining the Company & Infrastructure Supports. A copy of the presentations was circulated at the meeting. 
Councillor Walsh thanked both Margaret Lovatt and Michael McGuire for their presentations. 

6.
DISABILITY ACT 2005:
Anne O’Reilly updated the meeting on the Disability Act 2005.  The recent legislation outlines the role of the CDB in promoting co-ordination of service provision in relation to disability issues.  Currently six Departments are required to prepare sectoral plans to improve access to services for people with disabilities.  At the SIM Working Group Meeting on 15th September, 2006, it was recommended that the CDB establish a disability focus group involving the six agencies required to prepare sectoral plans and the Wexford Access Network of community organisations representing people with disabilities to proactively co-ordinate at local level improved service provision.  

On the proposal of Pat Leacy, seconded by Councillor Ted Howlin, it was agreed to set up a Disability Focus Group.  Anne O’Reilly will send correspondence to each of the Agencies to send in their nominee. 
7.
SUGAR BEET INDUSTRY DELEGATION TO MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Anne O’Reilly circulated an update on the Delegation from Wexford County Development Board who met with the Minister for Agriculture on 26th May, 2006 to present a specific case for assistance to the Beet Farmers and Contractors of County Wexford.  The Delegation presented a three pronged approach to the Minister – immediate, medium and long-term:

· A Feasibility Study into the land use possibilities within the County

· A Pilot Added Value Programme to promote and support the alternative use of energy crops

· A Training & Mentoring Programme 
The Minister’s response overall was positive and has since written to advise of a regional programme to develop a bio energy plan from the Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources where a grant of €90k has been made available to the South East Region through Sustainable Energy Ireland. 

On the proposal of Councillor Ted Howlin, seconded by Pat Rath, it was agreed that from now, all new buildings should be built to energy savings standards.

8.
REMODELLING THE MODEL COUNTY – THE NEXT STEPS

The Director of Services outlined to the CDB members that a template would be circulated to lead agencies to report on progress to date on the 14 priority actions for the next meeting.
9.
RESEARCH STRATEGY WORKSHOP
Siobhan O’Neill, Research Officer, has compiled and presented a number of reports to the CDB.  The quality of the reports are excellent and the information has benefited a number of Agencies.  It was agreed to hold a Workshop, facilitated by an external person on Wednesday 6th December, 2006 in the morning. 

10.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· Anne O’Reilly informed the meeting that Jim Power, Economist, will speak at the next CDB Meeting.  CDB Members will be notified of the next meeting date as soon as a date has been confirmed with Mr. Power for the end of November.  
· It was agreed at the meeting that members be emailed reports for future meetings.  Members who do not have email will be circulated hard copies at the meetings.  That concluded the business of the meeting.
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