Minutes of Wexford County Development Board Meeting
held on 10th December, 2008 in Ferrycarrig Hotel
In the Chair:
Councillor Peter Byrne.
In Attendance:

Councillor Barbara Anne Murphy, Joe Thomas, Pat Leacy, Frank d’Arcy, Bernard O’Brien, Lucy Medlycott, Kevin Molloy, Chief Superintendent John Roche, Michael Higgins, Tom Doyle,
Community & Enterprise, Wexford County Council:

Tony Larkin, Brendan Hynes, Fran Ronan, Geraldine Berry
Apologies:
John Nunn, Eimear Whittle, Siobhan McEvoy, Councillor Lorcan Allen, Clare McMahon, Eddie Breen, David Sinnott, Sean Mythen
1.
Minutes:

On the proposal of Joe Thomas, seconded by Lucy Medlycott, the minutes of the County Development Board Meeting held on 28th May, 2008 were adopted.
Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising. 
2.
Cohesion Process in Local Development Sector:
Tony Larkin updated the CDB members on the Cohesion Process in Wexford with the merging of the three local development companies – County Wexford Partnership; Wexford Area Partnership & WORD.   The new Agency, Wexford Local Development has been established and the new Board has been established with responsibility for the social inclusion and rural development programme in Co. Wexford.  The CDB members congratulated the CEO of the new Company – Mr.  Bernard O’Brien.
The Department will issue guidelines as to the representation of the new Company on the CDB early in the new year.  The 4 present representatives remain on the CDB until the guidelines are received. 

3.
Review of CDB Strategy:

Circular Letter LG 11/08 – Review of County/City Development Board (CDB) Strategies mid 2009 to end 2012 – requests that each CDB undertake a review of its Strategy, focusing on a very limited number of priorities over the period 2009-2012.
It was agreed by the CDB members that Tony Larkin engage with each Agency at high level to identify objectives in their plans with a multi-agency approach and focus on a small number of objectives in accordance with the guidelines in Circular LG11/08.  This will be initiated in January 2009 and will be reported back at the next CDB Meeting.  

4.
Wexford Social Inclusion Plan:

As part of the CDB action plan, Wexford Area Partnership were identified as lead agency by the SIM Group to prepare a social inclusion plan for the urban area of Wexford which has a population of 37,000.  Bernard O’Brien gave a presentation to the CDB members on the Wexford Social Inclusion Plan “Building Communities – Making Social Investment Work” outlining the following:
· Socio-Economic Profile – population growth; employment; wealth distribution & disadvantage; education; substance misuse and criminal behaviour. 

· Policy Context

· Priorities for the Future 

· Strategic Objectives – WAP’s social inclusion work over the next 6 years will be structured across the three major Strategic Initiatives:

· Building Communities

· Delivering Social Investment

· Measuring Social Inclusion Progress in Wexford. 

The Chairperson thanked Bernard for his presentation. 

It was noted that the Social Inclusion Plan for Gorey will be launched on Tuesday 16th December, 2008 in the Amber Springs Hotel.  This plan will be presented to the members at their next meeting. 

5.
Creation of Economic Development Sub-Committee:

A recommendation set out in the Indecon Review of the Boards is that each CDB establish an economic development sub-committee.  The role of this sub-committee would be to co-operate/co-ordinate economic developments, act as a local based inter-agency task force constituted in response to significant economic issues etc.  It is expected that the sub-committee would meet 3 or 4 times a year.  A copy of Circular Letter LG 16/08 – “Guidelines for the Operation of County/City Development Board (CDB) Economic Development Sub-Committee” was circulated at the meeting. 
Tony Larkin proposed that he would set up the sub-committee with the membership as outlined in the guidelines before the next meeting of the CDB and ask the group to focus on aspects of the review.  This was proposed by Councillor Barbara Ann Murphy, seconded by Councillor Peter Byrne. 
6.
Local Sports Partnership:

Fran Ronan, Local Sports Partnership Co-Ordinator gave a presentation to the CDB members outlining the following (copy of presentation circulated at meeting):
· Key aims of the LSP are to:

· Increase participation in sport

· Ensure that local resources and facilities are used to best effect

· Building sport for life

· Main function of the LSP

· Vision of LSP

· Strategic Goals

· Courses 
· Structure of the LSP Board

· Work done so far

The Chairperson thanked Fran for her presentation. 

7.
Social Inclusion Measures Working Group Report:

Brendan Hynes reported on the following: (copy of the report was circulated at the meeting):

· Formation of the Migrants Group – it was agreed to set up an Implementation Team to implement the actions outlined in the Migrants Document “Merging Cultures in the Model County”.
· Draft Traveller Accommodation Plan – this plan is a review of all Traveller families in County Wexford. The final plan is expected to be adopted early 2009. 

· Traveller Inter-Agency Group – A Pobal Representative, Owen McCarthy, attended the last meeting and informed the group that there is no future funding being allocated to traveller projects.  SIM agreed to write to Pobal & Department of Justice, Equality & Law Reform expressing their concern over the funding being suspended. 

· Wexford Social Inclusion Plan – Bernard O’Brien reported on the plan. 

· RAPID – update on the Strategic Themes and concern was expressed over the Graffiti Reduction Programme with the amount of administrative work involved in the programme.  There was also concern expressed nationally over the matching funding for the Physical Environment Strategic Theme. 
8.
Joint Policing Committees:

Tony Larkin informed the meeting that the Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform with the Minister for Environment, Heritage & Local Government, have established a Joint Policing Committee consisting of 3 stakeholders – Elected Representatives / Community Sector / An Garda Siochanna in each Local Authority Area.  Wexford County Council are setting up 5 Committees - Wexford, New Ross, Enniscorthy, Gorey and a County wide Committee.  The purpose of the Committee is to broaden interaction between the stakeholders regarding policing issues.  It is expected it will be early Spring before the Committees are in place.
9.
Any Other Business:

The next meeting of the CDB will take place on Wednesday 4th March, 2009 at 10.00am, venue to be confirmed.  A schedule of meetings for the remainder of the year will be disseminated early in the new year for consideration by members. 
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