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Minutes of Meeting of the

Wexford County Development Board

Held on 30th of November 2005
In the Chair:



Cllr. Jimmy Curtis,

Wexford County Council
Attendance:

Cllr. Barbara Anne Murphy,
Wexford County Council
Con Pierce, 



South Eastern Health Board

Frank D’arcy


WORD

Joe Thomas



Trade Union Pillar

Tom Power,



Teagasc
Ronan Mulhall, 


Dept. of Education & Science
Sean Mythen,


Wexford County Enterprise Board


Sinead Moloney,


South East Tourism
Lavinia McNeill,


County Wexford Community Forum
Michael McGuire, 


Enterprise Ireland

Cllr. Maurice Roche,

Wexford County Council
Cllr. Tommy Carr


Urban Authorities

Cllr. Oliver Walshe

Wexford County Council

Cllr. Ted Howlin


Wexford County Council

Emer Lovett



Wexford Chamber of Commerce

Pat Leacy



Dept. Family and Social Affairs

Clare Mc Mahon, 


Co. Wexford VEC

Joy O’ Driscoll


Wexford County Childcare Committee

Marius Cassidy


FAS
Apologies for non-attendance were received from:

Cllr. Lisa McDonald,

Wexford County Council
Pat Mc Cabe 


IDA Ireland
John O’Sullivan, 


Wexford Organisation for Rural Development
Dave Sinnott,


Wexford County Enterprise Board
Pat Rath,



County Wexford Community Forum
Insp. Pat McDonald,

An Garda Siochana
Eddie Breen



County Manager
Margaret Doyle,


County Childcare Committee
Others Attended:
Tony Larkin



Wexford County Council



Amanda Byrne


Wexford County Council



Siobhan O’Neill


Wexford County Council



Anne O’Reilly


Wexford County Council






Cllr. Curtis extended the sympathies of the Board to the families of the victims of the fishing tragedy in South Wexford.  A minutes silence was held.
Sinead Moloney, South East Tourism was welcomed to the board in place of Gary Breen.
1.
MINUTES:

On the proposal of Con Pierce, seconded by Cllr. Maurice Roche, the minutes of the meeting of the County Development Board held on 26th of October, were adopted.

It was agreed that the sugar beet issue would be discussed in context of the CDB review
2.
CORRESPONDENCE:

There was no correspondence 
3. 
Review of the CDB Strategy
Amanda Byrne outlined the key features of the review document.  Members suggested a number of small changes which were noted.  The review was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Ted Howlin, seconded by Michael Maguire.
In the context of discussing the review it was agreed that the board should actively explore its role within the next NDP.  It was decided to host the planned consultation on the NDP in early January and that the session may be open to wider interests.  Tony Larkin said that each agency should review their priorities in advance of the event and also they should endeavour to ‘think outside the box’ and examine how the NDP can have best effect in Wexford.

Tom Power updated the meeting on recent developments within the sugar beet industry.  He said that there was added urgency to founding a viable alternative income source for the farmers in the county and region.  Members discussed the issue at length and agreed to form a working group of relevant interests including the Dept. Agriculture, Food and Rural Development.  The group is to convene a meeting before the year end.
4.
Cohesion 

Tony Larkin noted that a submission on cohesion had been prepared by the Local Development Companies and with his approval on behalf of the CDB sent to the Dept. Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.  Copies were available for any board member on request.  He congratulated Wexford Area Partnership on their recent conference and circulated copies of the speech made by Minister Dick Roche, Dept. Environment and Local Government on the day.

5. 
Rosslare Port
Cllr. Ted Howlin noted that the last meeting of the County Council had called upon the CDB to examine the industrial dispute at Irish Ferries which has the potential to damage the local economy.  Members were in agreement that the dispute would have significant negative effects on the local economy.  It was agreed that the board would issue a statement calling on both sides to actively pursue negotiations to end the dispute. 
6. 
Directors Report

Tony Larkin informed members that he would be leaving the post of Director of Community and Enterprise at the year end.  He introduced Anne O’Reilly Director of Services who will be assuming responsibility for Community and Enterprise in January 2006.  Mr. Larkin spoke on the development of the board and he wished it well for the future.

The chair expressed his appreciation to Mr. Larkin and commended him on his achievements in establishing the board and successfully developing its mandate within the County and region.

Board members individually added their own personal thanks and good wishes to Mr. Larkin.

Ms O’Reilly thanked members for welcoming her to the board and said she looked forward to working with them.

February 1st 2006 was agreed as the date for the next meeting.  It was also agreed that the board would investigate the use of suitable venues outside of the Council Chambers.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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