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Minutes of Meeting of the

Wexford County Development Board

Held on 26th of October 2005
In the Chair:



Cllr. Jimmy Curtis,

Wexford County Council;

Attendance:

Cllr. Barbara Anne Murphy,
Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Jimmy Fleming, 

Urban Authorities;
Con Pierce, 



South Eastern Health Board;


Frank D’arcy


WORD

Joe Thomas



Trade Union Pillar

Tom Power,



Teagasc;


Ronan Mulhall, 


Dept. of Education & Science;

Sean Mythen,


Wexford County Enterprise Board;


Gary Breen
,


South East Tourism;

Lavinia McNeill,


County Wexford Community Forum.  

Michael McGuire, 


Enterprise Ireland
;

Michael Doran, 


Farming Pillar;

John Nunn, 


County Wexford Partnership;





Bernard O’Brien, 


Wexford Area Partnership;




Cllr. Maurice Roche,

Wexford County Council;

Apologies for non-attendance were received from:

Cllr. Larry O’Brien, 

Wexford County Council;
Pat Leacy, 



Dept. of Social & Family Affairs;




Cllr. Oliver Walsh,

 
Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Lisa McDonald,

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Davy Hynes,


Urban Authorities with Planning;

Brian Conroy, 


IDA Ireland;

Marius Cassidy, 


FAS;

John O’Sullivan, 


Wexford Organisation for Rural Development;

Dave Sinnott,


Wexford County Enterprise Board;


Pat Rath,



County Wexford Community Forum;

Claire McMahon, 


Co. Wexford VEC;



Emer Lovett,


Employers & Business Pillar;

Insp. Pat McDonald,

An Garda Siochana;

Margaret Doyle,


County Childcare Committee;

Others Attended:
Tony Larkin




Amanda Byrne
Eileen Coman



Sean Cooke
Gary Breen

Joy O’Driscoll

Pat Purcell

1.
MINUTES:

On the proposal of Cllr. Maurice Roche, seconded by Frank d’Arcy, the minutes of the meeting of the County Development Board held on 23rd of May 2005, were adopted.

MATTERS ARISING:

Joy O’Driscoll noted that the action plan of Wexford County Childcare was endorsed by the County Development Board at the meeting on the 23rd of May.

2.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: Call to begin the endorsement process for 2005-2006.
Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: noting request by Minster Dick Roche for cross departmental support for the CDB review
Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: Circular LG 16/05 call for submissions on Cohesion and Volunteering

Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: Details of the Young Citizen Award outlining the involvement required from the CDB’

Forfas: call for submissions to the Small Business Forum

3.
DIRECTORS REPORT: 

The Director of Community and Enterprise presented a detailed report on the following items:

I. CDB strategy review

II. SIM Group

III. Play Policy
IV. Comhairle na n-Óg 2006
V. RAPID Programme

VI. South East Regional Drugs Task force

VII. County Wexford Community Forum

VIII. Gorey Education Issues
The Director outlined the background to the CDB Play Policy.  He noted that the three key commitments within the policy were that member’s would;

· Support the role of parents in providing play opportunities for their children

· Commit to consult with children and young people where appropriate

· Make public waiting areas frequented by children child friendly

The CDB endorsed the policy and welcomed the final document.

The Chair thanked the Director for his report.

4. 
PRESENTATION BY WEXFORD COUNTY CHILDCARE COMMITTEE

Ms. Joy O’ Driscoll, Wexford County Childcare gave a detailed presentation on the work of the County Childcare Committee.  Ms. O’ Driscoll highlighted 

gaps in (community) childcare provision in New Ross, the North West of the County and Bunclody.  Other issues she noted including:
· Demand for childminding services in Gorey

· The need for discussion on work place crèches

· Need for higher standards where crèches are built by developers

· Need for childcare provision where a number of smaller (< 75 house) housing  schemes are built alongside

Ms. O’ Driscoll also noted the number of areas where the County Childcare Committee, CDB and Local Authorities work alongside to support communities.
Mr. Bernard O’ Brien noted that while childcare is essential to facilitate working parents it is also required by parents working in the home who wish to avail of training or other supports.  People in this situation generally cannot afford childcare and require some form of subsidised provision.
5.
ENDORSEMENT OF COMMUNITY AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY WORKPLANS:


It was noted that the work plan of New Ross Community Development project had been considered and recommended for approval by the SIM Group:

The workplan was formally endorsed by the CDB.

5.
REVIEW OF CDB STRATEGY

Ms Amanda Byrne outlined the priority actions agreed by the various sub-committees and an outline document was circulated to members.  Agreement was reached on the 10 actions.  Mr. Michael Doran, Farming Pillar expressed his concern that the timeframe for the study on alternative crops was too long.  This opinion was supported by Mr. Frank d’Arcy. WORD.  Mr. Tom Power, Teagasc said that there would potentially be 70,000 acres of land available for alternative crops.  Mr. Michael Doran said that while the farming organizations were lobbying intensively the future of the sugar beet industry was bleak.

The Chair and Cllr. Maurice Roche both recommended that the study be carried out.
Ms. Amanda Byrne noted that the initial work would be to determine if there was sufficient funding available to conduct a study and what the study should examine.  Mr. Tony Larkin said that Wexford County Council would consider supporting the study if other partners were prepared to commit to the action.

Mr. Larkin said that the actions agreed on were important but he considered there was a need for further development of collaborative work between agencies on areas of significant strategic value to the County.

6.
COHESION:
The Cohesion Circular LG 16/05 was distributed to members.  The Director noted that the call for proposals differed from the previous year although the CDB had been led to understand there would be little change.  He said the circular primarily concerned the Area Partnership Companies and LEADER.  He noted that the SIM Group had appointed a sub-committee of the three agencies concerned and the Director of Community and Enterprise to prepare the submission.  The Director asked that the Board approve this arrangement and they agreed to do so.
7.
SERTA PRESENTATION 
Mr. Gary Breen, SERTA gave a detailed presentation on tourism trends in the country with particular reference to Wexford.  He noted that SERTA are in the process of establishing a new office on the Quay in Wexford with a development officer based therein.  Some key issues which arose from the presentation are;
· Need for improved access to the county

· Loss of business in smaller towns such as Courtown

· Need for improved public transport linkages between towns 

· Inadequate signage across county and country

· Development of high quality Spa product

Mr. Tony Larkin said that there is significant tourism infrastructure planned for the County.

The Chair thanked Mr. Breen for his presentation.

8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Mr. Tony Larkin noted that the year end report on RAPID was circulated to the Board.  He thanked the RAPID coordinators Ms. Margaret Nolan and Ms. Liz Hore and wished them well in their career moves.  He also thanked Mr. Padraig O’Gorman who has recently moved to Enniscorthy as Town Clerk.  The Chair also added his good wishes and thanked Mr. O’Gorman on behalf of the board.
Mr. Larkin said that each CDB had been asked to make a submission on the next National Development Plan.  It was agreed that the Board would hold a workshop to collate their views on the submission.  This workshop was scheduled for the 30th of November with the CDB meeting to be held in the afternoon.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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