Minutes of Wexford County Development Board Meeting
held on 27th May, 2009 in Ferrycarrig Hotel

In the Chair:
Councillor Peter Byrne.

In Attendance:

Cllr. Barbara Anne Murphy, Councillor Ted Howlin, Joe Thomas, Pat Leacy, Frank d’Arcy, Bernard O’Brien, Lucy Medlycott, Kevin Molloy, Chief Superintendent John Roche, Tom Doyle, Pauline Bryan, Sean Mythen, Madeline Quirke, Sinéad McAuliffe, Clodagh Whelan, Michael Ormonde, Jim Coughlin, Siobhan McEvoy, Eddie Breen, Clare McMahon, Breege Cosgrave, Jarlath Fallon
Community & Enterprise, Wexford County Council:

Tony Larkin, Amanda Byrne, Liz Hore, Siobhan O’Neill, Geraldine Berry

A vote of sympathy was passed at the meeting for Michael Dee, Enterprise Ireland, who passed away recently.  A minutes silence was observed. 
Councillor Peter Byrne welcomed Jim Coughlin, FÁS; Clodagh Whelan, Enterprise Ireland and Breege Cosgrave, Wexford County Childcare Committee to the meeting. 

1.
Minutes:

On the proposal of Councillor Barbara Ann Murphy, seconded by Madeline Quirke, the minutes of the County Development Board Meeting held on 4th March, 2009 were adopted.
Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising. 

2.
Correspondence:

A copy of the Guidelines on the Role and Operation of County/City Development Board Social Inclusion Measures (SIM) Working Groups from the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government was circulated at the meeting. 

3.
Director’s Report: 
Tony Larkin informed the members of the following matters:

· CDB Review Process – a series of workshops and individual meetings with CDB members were held to discuss the CDB review.  The information from the process underpinned by the relevant socio-economic data forms the basis for the Draft Action Plan.
· County Wexford Community Forum - the AGM of the Co. Wexford Community Forum took place on Tuesday the 26th of May.  The meeting was particularly well attended with a wide range of groups represented.  CDB agencies members hosted stands and were available to meet with member groups.  The key note speaker was Fr. Peter Mc Verry.  
· Details of the Local Sports Partnership work programme and launch were outlined
· Live Chat – Office of the Minister for Children asked the Community & Enterprise Dept. to pilot an event for 12-18 year olds.  This will take place on 17th June in the Amber Springs Hotel, Gorey, from 10am – 1pm.
A copy of the Director’s report was circulated at the meeting. 

 4.
Social Inclusion Measures Working Group Report (SIM):
Liz Hore reported on the following from the SIM meeting held on 15th May (copy of the report was circulated at the meeting):
· Rural transport in County Wexford – Currently there are two rural transport companies operating under the National Rural Transport Programme in County Wexford. While both companies run very effectively, the Director of Services stressed the importance of both schemes exploring ways to work together and share costs.
· Endorsement of Plans 2009 – A copy of the reporting templates on CDPs and FRCs who submitted their Action Plans for endorsement was circulated at the meeting.  The endorsement of plans was proposed by Councillor Barbara Ann Murphy and seconded by Councillor Ted Howlin. 
· Traveller Interagency Group – The last meeting of the Traveller Interagency Group was held in their community premises at Ballyhine, Barntown, which was officially opened by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor Peter Byrne.  The FÁS CE scheme has not yet been finalised.  FÁS welcome the programme and are waiting on a proposal to be submitted from the Network. 

· CDB Review mid 2009-2012 
The group proposed a series of actions for the CDB Strategy.  It was noted that the CDB have been asked to have a strong job creation/economic focus on the review and the Economic sub-committee and SIM would share some cross cutting themes such as job creation.  This was reflected in the proposed actions.

· Gorey Social Inclusion Plan – WLD gave a presentation on the findings of a report, based on a survey of newly unemployed people in Gorey. The Social Inclusion Team are hosting an Information Fair in Gorey Shopping Centre on 19th June – all relevant agencies have been invited to host a stand on the day. 
· RAPID – Dormant Accounts Funding approved €39,003 for the Wexford Area and €32,358 for the New Ross Area (details of the projects approved were included in the report circulated).
5.
CDB Review 2009-2012:

As outlined at previous meetings, each CDB has been requested to undertake a review of its Strategy.  Since the last CDB meeting, the Director and Staff of Community & Enterprise met with CDB members to discuss priority actions for the period 2009-2012 which will achieve the core CDB objectives including improved co-ordination of local public services. 
A copy of the Draft Action Plan was circulated to members prior to the meeting. A presentation was given at the meeting outlining the following (copy of the presentation was circulated):

· Overview of the Strategy

· Socio-Economic Profile

· Policy Orientation

· Structures of the CDB

· Key Achievements to date

· Priority Themes – 3 priority themes, 17 key collaborative actions

· Theme 1 - Actions for Employment

· Theme 2 - Actions for People 

· Theme 3 - Actions for Living

· Regional Linkages

· Monitoring & Evaluation

Tony Larkin informed the meeting that he is looking at amalgamating some actions to reduce the number of actions from 17 to approximately 10.  

For action 13 “Develop an online Volunteer Resource Bureau for County Wexford” – Kevin Molloy asked that WLD would actively involve the Community Forum in this action.  Bernard O’Brien noted that the success of the action would depend on effective co-operation between WLD and the County Wexford Community Forum and welcomed the opportunity to work jointly on the initiative.
Within action 12 “Promote Civic Participation among young people at primary and post primary level” – Jarlath Fallon asked that the Dept. of Education and Science be consulted on this action to explore linkages to civic participation within the education curriculum. 

Following a brief discussion, the Review Action Plan was proposed by Frank d’Arcy ans seconded by Bernard O’Brien.

6.
Any Other Business:
· Tony Larkin informed the members that this was the Chairperson’s last CDB meeting and his term as Chairperson for Wexford County Council will cease in June.  Tony thanked Councillor Peter Byrne for his work and support to the CDB and also for all other events and meetings that he was involved in. 
· Councillor Peter Byrne thanked the CDB members for their hard work, commitment and contribution to the Board.
· Tony Larkin informed the members that he will be writing to all Regional Managers seeking re-nominations for the CDB over the coming weeks. 
· The next meeting of the CDB will take place on Wednesday 30th September, 2009 at 10.00am, in Ferrycarrig Hotel. 
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