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Minutes of Meeting of the

Wexford County Development Board

Held on 1st of February 2006
In the Chair:



Cllr. Jimmy Curtis,
Wexford County Council;

Attendance:

Cllr. Barbara Anne Murphy

Wexford County Council;

Frank d’Arcy



WORD

Joe Thomas



Trade Union Pillar

Ronan Mulhall, 


Dept. of Education & Science;

Sean Mythen,


Wexford County Enterprise Board;


Lavinia McNeill,


County Wexford Community Forum.  

Michael McGuire, 


Enterprise Ireland
;

John Kelly, 



County Wexford Partnership;




Bernard O’Brien, 


Wexford Area Partnership;




Cllr. Ted Howlin


Wexford County Council

Pat Rath



County Wexford Community Forum

Insp. Pat Mc Donald

Gardai

Eddie Breen



Wexford County Council

Clare Mc Mahon


County Wexford VEC

Pat Leacy



Dept. Social & Family Affairs

John O Sullivan


WORD

Margaret Doyle


County Childcare Committee

Eamon O’Rourke 


ICMSA
Pat McCabe


 
IDA

Apologies for non-attendance were received from:

Con Pierce



Health Services Executive
Sinead Moloney


South East Tourism

Dave Sinnott,


Wexford County Enterprise Board
Emer Lovett



Wexford Chamber of Industry & Commerce

Others Attended:
Anne O’Reilly


Amanda Byrne

Eileen Coman



Sean Cooke

Siobhan O’Neill
James Lavin

The Chair welcomed John Kelly, Eamon O’Rourke and Pat McCabe to the meeting.

1.
MINUTES:

On the proposal of Cllr. Ted Howlin, seconded by Cllr. Barbara Anne Murphy, the minutes of the meeting of the County Development Board held on 30th of November, 2005 were adopted.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising.
2.
DIRECTORS REPORT: 

The Director of Community & Enterprise presented a detailed report on the following items:

I. CDB strategy review

II. SIM Group

III. Play Policy & playground development
IV. Comhairle na nÓg 2006
V. RAPID Programme

VI. Interagency Traveller Group
VII. County Wexford Community Forum

VIII. Young Citizens Award
IX. Wexford at the Hub – Conference
X. Family Farm Directory
XI. Race Against Waste seminar for CDB members
The Director advised members to contact the Community & Enterprise staff if they wished to raise items at the 2006 Comhairle na nÓg.

The Chair thanked the Director for her report and commented also on the roll-out of the Wexford County Council playground policy.  The County Manager noted the impressive range of activities underway.
3. 
VOLUNTEERING MEASURES AND COHESION
Anne O’Reilly noted that funds had not been secured under Cohesion.  She said that the relevant agencies would re-examine the issue over the coming weeks and may re-submit a funding proposal.  She noted that €50,000 was secured under volunteering measures and that a plan was being put in place to deliver that programme of work.   

John O’ Sullivan noted that the agencies involved had put considerable time and commitment into the cohesion proposal and that it was disappointing that they did not receive funding for any aspect if it.

4.
CONSULTATION PROCESS FOR THE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

James Lavin Senior Executive Planner, Wexford County Council gave a detailed presentation on the process for preparation of the County Development Plan.  He noted that the framework was laid down by statute and a number of key deadlines had to be met.  He said the preparation of the plan takes due cognisance of relevant strategies and policies including the County Development Board Strategy.  He gave details on a new Strategic environmental impact assessment process within the plan preparation and added that Wexford will be one of the first counties to use the S.E.I.A. exercise.
The chair thanked Mr. Lavin for his presentation.  He also noted the role that planning plays in sustaining rural communities.  This view was supported by Pat Rath.  The County Manager added that there was an onus on the council to ensure both rural and urban areas reached their full potential.

Margaret Doyle noted changes in planning requirements which should ensure better provision of childcare places.

Anne O’Reilly encouraged board members to contribute and input to the process.  She noted that the plan must be proofed from a number of perspectives including poverty proofing and she expected board members to have a role here.

4.
SUGAR BEET
Siobhan O’Neill and Sean Mythen presented a detailed paper on the implications of the demise of the sugar beet industry.  They outlined how the close of the industry will have economic, social, technological, environmental and political consequences.  It was also noted that the closure of the industry would be a further death knell for the Rosslare Wexford railway line.

The Chair thanked Siobhan and Sean for their comprehensive presentation.  Eamon O’Rourke said that it was imperative that the issue was addressed.  He noted that the ideal solution would be to find an alternative use for the sugar beet crop and secondly an alternative crop to grow on the land. 
Pat Rath said there was a clear need for a national energy policy which would support the development of alternative energy crops and processing facilities.  He said that the issue should be turned into an opportunity and appropriate lobbying should take place.  
Cllr. Ted Howlin proposed that a delegation seek a meeting with Minister John Browne to advance the issue.  This was seconded by Cllr. Barbara Anne Murphy.  The chair also noted that the Nitrates Directive would have serious implications for farmers in the County, particularly pig farmers.

7.
LAUNCH OF THE CDB REVIEW DOCUMENT 
It was agreed that the CDB review with a simplified summary document would be launched on Wednesday the 26th of April.  Anne O’Reilly advised members to submit relevant items for inclusion in the summary document as soon as possible.

8.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Margaret Doyle advised members that the EOCP funding for childcare was finished and that it would be replaced by national exchequer funding.
Anne O’Reilly advised members that the board had certain responsibilities under the Disability Act and that this item would be on the agenda for the next board meeting.

Eamon O’Rourke noted that Johnstown Castle had not been taken over by the OPW and that the board should seek to safeguard the future of the building.  Cllr. Ted Howlin noted that the take over was imminent and that the situation would be monitored.
It was agreed that the next CDB meeting would be held on the 26th of April prior to the launch of the CDB review document.

That concluded the business of the meeting.
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