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Minutes of Meeting of the

Wexford County Development Board

Held on 19th May, 2004

In the Chair:

Cllr. Gus Byrne, Wexford County Council

Cllr. Josephine Doyle, 
Wexford County Council;




Eddie Breen
, 

Wexford County Council;




Con Pierce, 


South Eastern Health Board;


Michael McGuire, 

Enterprise Ireland
;

Tom Power,


Teagasc;


Claire McMahon, 

Co. Wexford VEC;



Ronan Mulhall, 

Dept. of Education & Science;

Pat Leacy, 


Dept. of Social & Family Affairs;




John Nunn, 

County Wexford Partnership;





Bernard O’Brien, 

Wexford Area Partnership;






Joe Thomas, 

Trade Union Pillar
;

Sean Mythen,

Wexford County Enterprise Board;



Bill Walsh, 


Wexford Organisation for Rural Development;



John O’Sullivan, 

Wexford Organisation for Rural Development;

Supt. Michael Murphy, 
An Garda Siochana;

Margaret Doyle,

County Childcare Committee;

Emer Lovett,

Employers & Business Pillar;

Apologies for non-attendance were received from:

Cllr. Lorcan Allen, 
Wexford County Council;
Cllr. Deirdre Bolger, 
Wexford County Council;
Cllr. Larry O’Brien, 
Wexford County Council;
Cllr. Padge Reck, 

Wexford County Council;
Cllr. Fiacra Ryan, 

Town Councils;

Brian Conroy, 

IDA Ireland;

Joe Phelan, 


FAS;

Gary Breen, 

South East Tourism;

Eleanor White,

Wexford County Enterprise Board; 

Michael Doran, 

Farming Pillar;

Pat Rath,


County Wexford Community Forum;

Virginia McNeill,

County Wexford Community Forum.  

Attended:
Tony Larkin



Padraig O’Gorman

Eileen Coman


Liz Hore

Siobhan O’Neill


Inspector Pat McDonald

1.
MINUTES:

On the proposal of Con Pierce, seconded by Sean Mythen, the Minutes of the Meeting of the County Development Board held on 10th March, 2004 were adopted.

MATTERS ARISING:

It was noted that both Con Pierce and Pat Leacy attended the last meeting and it was agreed to amend the minutes to record this.

The chairman formally thanked Cllr. Deirdre Bolger for her work and contributions at the CDB noting that she is not standing in the upcoming local elections and will therefore be retiring from the CDB

2.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: Circular LG 07/04 Re: Improving Local and Community Development Structures and Programmes 

– Proposals for Improved Cohesion.

3.
DIRECTORS REPORT: 

The Director of Community and Enterprise presented a detailed report on the following items:

(i)
Implementation of the Strategy:

(ii)
Improving local and community development structures and programmes:

(iii)
RAPID Programme:

(iv)
SIM Working Group:

(v)
Suicide Prevention Action Plan

(vi) Rail Report

(vii) Housing and Commuting Trends in Co. Wexford – Census 2002

(viii) Gorey Survey

As most of these items were full items on the agenda for today’s meeting, it was agreed to look at each item in detail as per the agenda.

4.
Report from SIM Working Group:


(a)
Endorsement of Local Development Agency Action Plans by CDB

The following reports from local development agencies were submitted and were recommended for endorsement approval by the SIM Group;

County Wexford Partnership

FAB CDP

South East Men’s Network 

On the proposal of John Nunn, seconded by Con Pierce, the plans were formally approved and endorsed by the CDB.

(b)
“Moving Forward Together” – A Conference for Travellers and Local Agencies

It was noted that this conference was taking place on 25th May next in the Talbot Hotel, Wexford. The conference was organised by members of the SIM Group. 

The aims of the conference are

· To set the policy context for the implementation of the recommendations in the SIM Traveller Paper;

· To inform people about the recommendations in this paper;

· To form a Network.

The chair thanked the SIM Group for their work and wished them well with this event.

5.
CDB Strategy Implementation:

· Report from Economic, Social and Cultural Implementation Sub-Groups

The board approved the three progress reports circulated from the three Implementation Sub-groups (Economic, Social & Cultural) of the CDB. The chair thanked the sub-groups for their work and it was agreed that implementation of the Economic, Social and Cultural Development Strategy of Co. Wexford 2002-2012 was progressing satisfactorily.

It was agreed that the three Implementation Sub-groups would meet to monitor further progress before the end of 2004.

On the proposal of M. McGuire, seconded by E. Breen, it was agreed to set up a strategic economic committee of the main enterprise development agencies and the local authority to examine strategically the economic issues in the County. It was noted that the object of this initiative would be to focus on developing specific inter-agency projects that could be delivered within a relatively short timeframe.

6.
Inter-Departmental Initiative: 

· Improving Local & Community Development Structures and Programmes

Padraig O’Gorman presented a progress report in relation to the process to date undertaken by the CDB in co-ordinating Proposals for Improved Cohesion from community and local development groups. While the submission had a number of proposals it was noted that there was a consensus that the submission would focus primarily on a Specific Project to Coordinate Traveller Resources within the County.

The board mandated the Director of Community & enterprise to finalise the Report on Proposals for Improved Cohesion at the joint meeting of the nine community and local development groups involved due to be held in early June 2004, and to submit a final report to the DOCRAGA by June 30th 2004.

7.
Rail Report:

-
Draft Paper Re: Co-ordinated South East CDB’s Position on Rail Infrastructure & Services

As requested by Wexford CDB, Community & Enterprise Section prepared a paper to try to co-ordinate a concise regionally based response from the South East based County and City Development Board’s to the letter from the Minister of Transport, Mr. Seamus Brennan, T.D., upon receipt of the report “The Socio-Economic Justification for the Enhanced Development of Wexford Rail Links” in May 2003. 

A draft paper using a number of reports and submissions on rail as support was circulated to members for consideration. It was agreed to circulate the report to the other CDB’s in the region for comment/amendments, and to list it for final approval at the next meeting.

8.
Housing and Commuting Trends in Co. Wexford - Census 2002:

Ms. Siobhan O’Neill, Research Officer, WCC presented two reports on recent releases from Census 2002 - Housing; and Travel to Work, School and College. 

It was noted that these reports demonstrate interesting trends-in particular the large house increases experienced in the county, 21% of the 2002 housing stock was constructed in the period 1996 to 2002. Other information in the report includes the type of accommodation and nature of occupancy. The Travel to Work, School and College report also presents some interesting facts- including the fact that over 20% of Wexford’s workforce travel over 15 miles to work. 

The Chairman thanked Ms. O’Neill for her presentation and stated that this information would prove invaluable to the CDB and its members in the delivery of their strategies and programmes.

9.
RAPID Programme:

-
Progress Report on Implementation of the Wexford & New Ross Local Area Action Plans

The Director informed the board that the RAPID Local Area plans were formally launched recently in the two RAPID areas in New Ross and Wexford Town respectively and that the work was proceeding.  Members have been circulated with both plans.


10.
Suicide Prevention Action Plan:

It was noted that the Suicide Prevention Taskgroup established under the auspices of the CDB and chaired by the South Eastern Health Board produced a Suicide Prevention Action Plan which was launched on the 19th April last, copies of which were circulated to members.

The Chair thanked the taskgroup in undertaking and completing this sensitive and emotive body of work, and hoped it would have success in addressing this issue.

11.
Gorey Survey:

The Director outlined that the population increases experienced by Gorey and surrounding environs have focused attention on the delivery of services in the area, in particular educational services - at both Primary and Secondary level. In an exercise to determine the future demand for educational services, a door to door survey of Post Census 2002 inhabited Housing Estates is being carried out in the Gorey Town and Environs area. 

It was noted that the pilot survey has been carried out and the actual survey would be completed shortly. It was agreed to present a final report on this survey at the next meeting.

12.
Any Other Business:
There was no other business.

NEXT MEETING:

As previously agreed, it was noted that the next meeting was as follows :

Wednesday, 22nd September, 2004 


Council Chamber, Wexford.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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