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Minutes of Meeting of the

Wexford County Development Board

Held on 15th November, 2004

In the Chair:


Cllr. Larry O’Brien, Wexford County Council

Cllr. Ted Howlin,
 

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Lisa McDonald,

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Barbara Ann Murphy,
Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Maurice Roche,

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Davy Hynes,


Urban Authorities with Planning;



Eddie Breen
, 


Wexford County Council;




Con Pierce, 



South Eastern Health Board;


Michael McGuire, 


Enterprise Ireland
;

Tom Power,



Teagasc;


Claire McMahon, 


Co. Wexford VEC;



Ronan Mulhall, 


Dept. of Education & Science;

Pat Leacy, 



Dept. of Social & Family Affairs;




John Nunn, 


County Wexford Partnership;





Bernard O’Brien, 


Wexford Area Partnership;




Joe Thomas, 


Trade Union Pillar
;

Sean Mythen,


Wexford County Enterprise Board;


Davis Sinnott,


Wexford County Enterprise Board;


Frank d’Arcy, 


Wexford Organisation for Rural Development;


John O’Sullivan, 


Wexford Organisation for Rural Development;

Supt. Tom Saunderson,
 
An Garda Siochana;

Fiona Gleeson,


South East Tourism;

Emer Lovett,


Employers & Business Pillar;

Margaret Doyle,


County Childcare Committee;

Pat Rath,



County Wexford Community Forum;

Lavinia McNeill,


County Wexford Community Forum.  

Apologies for non-attendance were received from:

Cllr. Oliver Walsh,

 
Wexford County Council;
Cllr. Malcolm Byrne, 

Urban Authorities;
Brian Conroy, 


IDA Ireland;

Joe Phelan, 



FAS;

Insp. Pat McDonald,

An Garda Siochana;

Michael Doran, 


Farming Pillar;

Attended:
Tony Larkin





Padraig O’Gorman

Amanda Byrne




Liz Hore

Siobhan O’Neill




1.
WELCOME:

The Chairman formally welcomed members especially the eleven new members following the re-constitution of the CDB as follows:

Cllr. Barbara Ann Murphy,
Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Lisa McDonald,

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Maurice Roche,

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Oliver Walsh,


Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Ted Howlin,


Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Malcolm Byrne,

Urban Authorities;

Cllr. Davy Hynes,


Urban Authorities with Planning;

David Sinnott,


Wexford County Enterprise Board;

Fiona Gleeson,


South East Tourism;

Frank d’Arcy,


Wexford Organisation for Rural Development;

Insp. Pat McDonald,

An Garda Siochana.

The Chairman formally thanked the following members who have retired from the CDB for their work and contribution to the County Development Board:

Cllr. Gus Byrne,


Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Lorcan Allen,


Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Deirdre Bolger,

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Josephine Doyle,

Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Padge Reck,


Wexford County Council;

Cllr. Fiachra Ryan,

Urban Authorities;

Gary Breen,



South East Tourism;

Eleanor White, 


Wexford County Enterprise Board;

Bill Walsh,



Wexford Organisation for Rural Development;

Chief Supt. Michael Murphy,
An Garda Siochana.

The chairman expressed special thanks and praise for the outstanding work and contribution of the previous chairperson, Cllr. Gus Byrne who had served as the chair of the CDB since its inception in 1999.

2.
MINUTES:

On the proposal of John Nunn, seconded by Con Pierce, the Minutes of the Meeting of the County Development Board held on 19th May, 2004 were adopted.

MATTERS ARISING:

There were no matters arising.

3.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: Circular LG 15/04 Re: Review of Local and Community Development Structures and Programmes

-Integrated and Targeted Plans;

Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: Circular LG 17/04 Re: Reconstitution of Membership of County/City development Boards following Local Elections 2004;

Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: Circular LG 25/04 Re: Town Council Representation on County Development Boards (CDBs);

Dept. of The Environment, Heritage and Local Government: ref LG 66/20.53 Re: Irish National Community and Voluntary Forum;
Dept. of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs: Re: Cohesion Plans;

Carlow County Development Board Re: South East Rail Network Infrastructure;

Waterford County Development Board Re: South East Rail Network Infrastructure.

4.
DIRECTORS REPORT: 

The Director of Community and Enterprise presented a detailed report on the following items:

(i)
Implementation of the Strategy

(ii)
CDB Strategy Tracking and Monitoring

(iii)
Strategic Economic Committee

(iv)
Suicide Prevention Action Plan

(v)
Dail na nOg

(vi) Audit of Community Facilities

(vii) Rosslare Europort Development Association

(viii) RAPID Programme.

The Chairman thanked the Director for his report.

5.
WEXFORD CDB – PROGRESS TO DATE:


Mr. Padraig O’Gorman gave a detailed presentation on the main work, progress and emphasis of the CDB to date and outlined the main projects and issues that currently needed to be addressed and examined by the CDB.

The chair thanked Mr. O’Gorman for his informative presentation.

6.
REVIEW OF CDB STRATEGY

The director advised the CDB that the DOELG had informed him that a full review of CDB strategies would be undertaken in 2005. He informed members that this review process would commence early in 2005 and the board approved the director’s recommendation that Mr. Sean O’Riordan be invited to meet with the CDB at their next meeting to help determine best outcomes and achievements to be obtained from the review and to examine and determine the priorities for the CDB moving forward.

It was agreed that the members would have a workshop type session with Mr. O’Riordan at the next meeting.
7.
‘MOVING DOWN THE COUNTRY: DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE IN NORTH WEXFORD’

Ms. Siobhan O’Neill gave a detailed presentation on the above report, which was based on a door to door survey of Post Census 2002 inhabited Housing Estates is being carried out in the Gorey Town and Environs area. This primary research report provides some new insights into the demographic changes and needs in the Gorey area.

The Chairman thanked Ms. O’Neill for her presentation and stated that this information would prove invaluable to the CDB and its members in the delivery of their strategies and programmes in the North Wexford area.

8.
REPORT FROM SIM WORKING GROUP:
· Improving Local & Community Development Structures and Programmes

It was noted that Wexford CDB had re-submitted an inter-agency proposal under this initiative to the Dept. of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, but that unfortunately it had not been successful in obtaining funding. The director outlined that he was going to meet departmental officials shortly to discuss this issue, and to seek clarification in relation to making a renewed proposal in 2005.

· Integrated Targeted Plan

It was noted that Wexford CDB had prepared and submitted an integrated and targeted plan as requested to the Dept. of the Environment and Local Government, and outlined that the primary target group of the Travelling Community was the focus of this plan, as previously approved by the SIM Group and CDB.

9.
RAIL REPORT:

-
Final Paper Re: Co-ordinated South East CDB’s Position on Rail Infrastructure & Services

On the proposal of John Nunn, seconded by Tom Power the Joint position paper co-ordinating a concise regionally based response from the South East based County and City Development Board’s prepared by Community & Enterprise Section was adopted by the board. 

It was agreed to forward a copy of this report to the Minister of Transport, Mr. Martin Cullen, T.D. 

10.
Report from CDB Play Policy Working Group:

Ms. Amanda Byrne informed the board that following the recommendations of the National Play Policy and the holding of a consultation day in Wexford on October 22nd last, that the Play Policy Working Group had been moving forward the development of the County Wexford Play Strategy, which the group hoped would be fully developed and completed in early 2005.

Ms. Byrne circulated the outcomes report from the consultation day to all members.

The chair complimented Ms. Byrne and the Working Group for their on-going work, and looked forward to the development of the County Play Strategy in 2005.

11.
WEXFORD CAMPUS, IT CARLOW – PROGRESS REPORT:

Mr. Declan Doyle, Acting Director, Wexford Campus, IT Carlow presented a progress report on developments at the third level education campus. He also outlined future proposed developments at the campus, and outlined his desire to activate the Local Steering Group of the Wexford Campus in 2005.

The Chair thanked Mr. Doyle for his presentation and praised him and his staff for the work and progress being achieved at the Wexford Campus, stressing the strategic importance of its continued development to Co. Wexford.

12.
Any Other Business:
There was no other business.

NEXT MEETING:

It was agreed to hold the next meeting subject to the availability of Mr. Sean O’Riordan, and to arrange the full yearly schedule of meetings at the next meeting. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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